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it with him. Though the request seems to have
been informally assented to, the appointment was
not made for some time. Letters patent were issued
on the 2ist of July, 1585, cancelling the Earl of War-
wick's former warrant of office and assigning the post
to him and Sir Philip Sidney, to be held by them
jointly during life, and, on the death of either, to be
retained by the survivor. But these letters patent
appear to have been prepared long before, under
somewhat mysterious conditions.

On the I3th of February, 1583, Sir Francis Wal-
singham wrote from the Court at Richmond to Mr.
Egerton, the Solicitor-General, officially requesting
him to prepare a fresh patent for the Mastership of
the Ordnance in the joint names of the Earl of War-
wick and Sir Philip Sidney: but, as he added, "pray-
ing you withal that for some considerations you will
keep the matter secret, and give especial charge
unto your clerk that shall engross the book to use
the same in like sort." * The motives for secrecy
are not evident. Perhaps Queen Elizabeth had not
made up her mind, and, until she could be persuaded
to sign the document, Sidney's friends deemed it
better that nothing should be publicly known about
it. From this time, or soon afterwards, records show
that Sidney was frequently acting as his uncle's
assistant, probably without even the "small com-
modity " in the way of salary that he looked for; and
he was not quite satisfied with this arrangement. On
the 22d of July he wrote thus to Lord Burghley from
Ramsbury in Wiltshire: "Without carrying with
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